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Art Unit: 3652 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation n the at least one roller" in line 7. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For sake of examination it is 
assumed applicant meant "the at least one roller assembly". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,9-1 1 ,17,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Long (US 3,881,426). 

Re claim 1 , Long teaches a roller mechanism 24 for transporting loads over a 
surface 134, comprising: 
a body 35; 

at least one roller assembly 38 that permits the body to move in at least one 
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translational direction, the roller assembly 38 being rotatably connected to the body 35; 
and 

a lifting mechanism (48,65a, 108, 100) attached to the body 35 such that the body is 
selectively rotatable relative to the lifting mechanism; 

wherein the lifting mechanism can be operated to lift the roller assemblies out of contact 
with the surface 1 34. 

Re claim 9, Long teaches the lifting mechanism has a retracted state and an 
extended state and includes a foot 48 which is not in contact with the surface 134 when 
the lifting mechanism is in the retracted state, but which contacts the surface when the 
lifting mechanism is in the extended state. 

Re claim 10, Long teaches the lifting mechanism (48,65a, 108, 100) while in the 
extended state, the lifting mechanism supports the body and the at least one roller 
assembly 38 above the surface 134. 

Re claim 1 1 , Long teaches a roller mechanism 24 for transporting loads over a 
surface 134, comprising: 
a body 35; 

at leak one roller assembly 38 that permits the body to move in at least one translational 
direction, the roller assembly being rotatably connected to the body; and 
a lifting mechanism (48,65a, 108, 100) attached to the body such that the body is 
selectively rotatable relative to the lifting mechanism and the lifting mechanism can be 
operated to lift the body 35 and the at least one roller 38 from the surface 134. 
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Re claim 1 7, Long teaches a roller mechanism 24 for transporting loads over a 
surface 134, comprising: 
a body 35; 

at least one roller assembly 38 that permits the body to move in a translational 
direction, the at least one roller assembly 38 being rotatably connected to the body; and 
a lifting mechanism (48,65a, 108, 100) having a retracted state in which the lifting 
mechanism does not contact the surface and an extended state in which the lifting 
mechanism contacts the surface and supports the body and the roller assembly above 
the surface; 

wherein the body and the roller assembly are rotatable relative to the lifting mechanism 
when the body 35 and the roller assembly 38 are not in contact with the surface 134. 

Re claim 20, Long teaches a method of operating a roller mechanism 24 on a 
surface 134, the roller mechanism having a body 35, at least one roller assembly 38 for 
moving the body 35 in at least one translational direction over the surface 134, the roller 
assembly being rotatably connected to the body 35, and a lifting mechanism 
(48,65a, 108, 100), comprising the steps of: 

lifting, with the lifting mechanism (48,65a, 108,1 00), a load 26 that has been placed on 
the roller mechanism by a predetermined distance; 

lifting, with the lifting mechanism after the load has been lifted the predetermined 
distance, the load 26, the body and the at least one roller assembly 38 until the at least 
one roller assembly is out of contact with the surface; and 
rotating the body 35 relative to the lifting mechanism. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2,3,12,13, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Long (US 3,881 ,426) in view of Gerky (US 4,200,424). 

Re claims 2,12, Long does not teach projections and detents. Gerkey teaches a 
projection 62 and a detent 60 that receives the projection in order to maintain the 
structures attached to the projection and detent in a fixed relative rotatable position. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified Long by the teaching of Gerky to have at least one projection 
and the body includes at least one detent that receives the at least one projection 
wherein the at least one projection and the at least one detent maintain the body in a 
fixed rotatable position relative the lifting mechanism. 

Re claims 3,13, Long as already modified by Gerky teaches the body is rotatable 
relative to the lifting mechanism when the at least one projection is not engaged with the 
at least one detent. 

Claims 18,19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Long (US 3,881,426) in view of Johnson (US 5,151,004). 
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Re claim 18, Long teaches the lifting mechanism includes: 
a foot 48 which selectively engages the surface 134, 
a structural member (various apply, 51,65) located within the body 35, and 
a load bearing surface 134, 

wherein the foot, structural member and load bearing surface are connected. 
Long does not teach a hydraulic cylinder. Johnson teaches using a hydraulic cylinder 43 
to lift a body 12 and its rollers 15 off a surface. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Long by the 
general teaching of Johnson to use a hydraulic cylinder (connected to the body) as 
equivalent lifting power source in order to lift the body 35 and its rollers 38 off the 
surface 134. 

Re claim 19, Long teaches the structural member engages the body 35 to raise 
the roller assembly 38 above the surface 134. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-8 and 14-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Mingo (US 1 ,486,784) teaches a similar device. 
Warshaw (US 1 ,997,327) teaches a similar device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Scott Lowe whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6929. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:30pm M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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